otoko-date> the natural leaders of democracy.
Staunch fellows were they, every inch of
them strong with the strength of massive
manhood. At once the spokesmen and the
guardians of popular rights, they had each
a following of hundreds and thousands of
souls who proffered in the same fashion
that samurai did to daimio, the willing
service of " limb and life, of body, chattels
and earthly honor." Backed by a vast
multitude of rash and impetuous working-
men, those born " bosses " formed a formi-
dable check to the rampancy of the two-
sworded order.

In manifold ways has Bushido filtered
down from the social class where it orig-
inated, and acted as leaven among the
masses, furnishing a moral standard for the
whole people. The Precepts of Knighthood,
begun at first as the glory of the elite, be-
came in time an aspiration and inspiration
to the nation at large; and though the
populace could not attain the moral height
of those loftier souls, yet Yamato Damashii,
the Soul of Japan, ultimately came to express
the Volksgeist of the Island Realm. If
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